h PHONEMICS 
1.1. Phonemes 

The phonemes of the Gondi language are as follows: 
Vowels 

Front Central Back 

High i i: u u: 

Mid e e: o o: 

Low a a: 

Consonants 

Labial Dental Alveolar Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal 
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Fricative 
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1.2. Distribution and allophones: Vowels 

lil is a short close high front vowel. It occurs only 
initially and medially. 

id this tirtnj fingernail 

indke: now pir rain 

ivvi:r two (men) sij*a:yi:ri south 

//:/ is a long close high front vowel. It occurs in all 
positions. 

i:ta: I of this type ni:re: last year kuhi: well 

Uso\f comb vi:r they (prox.) vi:si: fly 

j/:r root sa:ri: bread 

/<?/ is a short close mid front vowel. It occurs only 
initially and medially. 

eddi: sunshine pejre: stone (of fruit) 

elli: rat lellemj moon 

\e:\ is a long close mid front vowel. It occurs in all positions. 
e:te: crab pe:ri: girl ko:ve: red-faced monkey 
e:r water se\r plough no\je\ rope 

saj^e: son-in-law 

\a\ is a short lower mid back unrounded vowel. It occurs 
only initially and medially. 

akko: mother's father targaka: I will climb 
ad that vara: Come! 

avva:l mother sari: way 

]a:\ is a long low central vowel. It occurs in all positions. 
a\ki: leaf ka:l leg mara: tree 

a:ta:l that much pa:l milk &a:j>a: unripe fruit 
a:ti: father's sister sa\ri: bread pa:fa: song 



/«/ is a short high back rounded vowel. It occurs only 



initially and medially 

uf u:m tick 
undex again 
undi: one 



kurvi: pot 
nulpe: evening 
punnair flower 



\u\\ is a long high back rounded vowel. It occurs in all 
positions. 

u:ka:r cradle pu:na: new se:rndui spouse's 

u:s sugarcane va:vu:r field younger brother 

uisri: kind of bird 



joj is a short mid back rounded vowel, 
medially. 

kor cock 
phoroil name 
voha: Break! 

/<?:/ is a long mid back rounded vowel, 
medially and finally. 

koinda: ox 

ko:r horn 

vo:pa: basement of a creeper 

molloil hare 



It occurs only 



It occurs only 

a:yo: (it is) not 
pendo: riddle 
micco: scorpion 



1.3. Consonants 



jpl is a bilabial voiceless stop. It occurs in all positions. 

paja\na\ old teppa: cloud sa:p thorn 

pi:ni: cold saypa.k cooking 

peffi: belly sa:pa: brinjai 



Iphf is a bilabial voiceless aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

phoroxl name 
pho\jd sun 

fbl is a bilabial voiced stop. It occurs only initially and 
medially, 

bayye: mother gubbu:r owl 

baiboi father dobba: spleen 

be:bre: tomato 

\bh\ is a bilabial voiced aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

bha:y too much 
bheili: jaggery 

/// is an apico-dental voiceless stop. It occurs in all 
positions. 

tarmi: fire a:ti: father's sister kha\t manure 
talla: head batta:l what 
to:ko:r tail 

jthj is an apico-dental voiceless aspirated stop. It occurs 
only initially. 

thayla: bag 
thaili: tumbler 

jdj is an apico-dental voiced stop. It occurs in all positions. 

da? mi: shade ko:nda: ox ad she, it 

divve: light ghaddi: hole phoird sun 

dw.do: breast soddeii oven bad which 



\dh\ is an apico-dental voiced aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

dhari: mountain 
dhanda: work 

/// is a retroflex voiceless stop. It occurs in all positions. 

ta:re:la: churning stick kattu:l cot mara:t we 
teppa: cloud paifa: song 

\th\ is a retroflex voiceless aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

the:m drop of rain 

(41 is a retroflex voiced stop. It occurs only initially and 
medially. 

daggu:r big ko:da: crown made of feathers 

da:la: basket nadduim middle 

diyyo\r young man bantfa: stone 
duvva:l tiger 

\dh\ is a retroflex voiced aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

4he\rki\ lower portion of the neck 

\k\ is a dorso-velar voiceless stop. It occurs in all positions* 

kal stone a:ki: leaf na;k to me 

kusri: curry takka: elder sister vik poison 

kel hair mu:ka:I dumb man 

ko44i: sprout sakre: morning 



\kh\ is a dorso-velar voiceless aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

khafxya\l young tiger 
kha\t manure 

/g/ is a dorso-velar voiced stop. It occurs in all positions. 

gatti: bundle agga: there ro:g disease 

gu:re: wall raigo: parrot 

gohjail male young of tiger 

\gh\ is a dorso-velar voiced aspirated stop. It occurs only 
initially. 

ghaUo: food 
gha:r hail-stone 

/c/ is a lamino-palatal voiceless affricate (also alveo-palatal 
before non-front vowels in some idiolects). It occurs 
in all positions. 

cadda\r bedsheet acco:r that much v/:ctomb 

ci:ce: young berry ka:ca: Dig! 

cudduw small miccox scorpion 

\ch\ is a lamino-palatal voiceless aspirated affricate. It occurs 
only initially. 

chetri: umbrella 

Ijj is a lamino-palatal voiced affricate (also alveo-palatal 
before non-front vowels in some idiolects). It occurs 
in all positions. 

iatta: grinding stone ke:nja: Hear! me:nj egg 
juvva: yoke vijja: seed vi:j thunderbolt 

jo:ta: rope 



jjhl is a la mino-palatal voiced aspirated affricate (also alveo- 
palatal before non-front vowels in some idiolects). It 
occurs only initially. 

jhair flame 

fsl is an apico-alveolar voiceless sibilant in all positions 
except before ///; it is a retroflex voiceless sibilant [§] 
before ///. It occurs in all positions. 

sare: son-in-law kaysair broomstick u:s sugarcane 
scr.pa: brinjal kha:su:r cart tara:s snake 

sodded oven gosti: language mars axe 

so:n anger pisa'J mad man 

vi:si: fly 

jrj is a retroflex voiced flap. It occurs only medially (except 
in doubling and before n) and finally. 

kuje\l culvert kar eye 

majka\s kind of fish nar bug 
vep'-l old man se:la:f younger sister 

\r\ is an apico-alveolar voiced flap with a single tap; in the 
intervocalic position, however, it freely varies with a 
trill consisting of two taps. It occurs in all positions. 

rand two n ~ara: tree e:r water 

reyy- to descend mart: son na:r village 
ro\n bouse vara: Come! va:vu:r field 

/// is an alveolar voiced lateral. It occurs in all positions. 

Ian distance kalle: thief kal stone 

le:n voice ku:la: buttock pe:ra:l boy 
lo:ni: butter tellemj moon \>erta:l relative 
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\m\ is a bilabial nasal. It occurs in all positions. 

mara: tree ktdmme: hornet kaim work 

miyyair daughter daimrii rope vaitoim we came 
muirai cow 
mollo:l hare 

\n\ is a palatal nasal [H] before a palatal affricatej a retroflex 
nasal [n] before a retroflex stop; a dental nasal [n] before 
a dental stop; and an alveolar nasal elsewhere. It occurs 
in all positions. 

nanna: I komdai ox mim fish 

nair village jhunju:r thick (as va:to:n I came 

ninnei yesterday of forest) 

noire: rope tint Eat (pl.)f 

jn/ is a dorso-velar nasal. It occurs only medially and 
finally. 

pufinair flower le\n voice 
sanni: friend sun horn 

jvj is a bilabial voiced fricative[w] before a back vowel; a 
labio-dental voiced fricative elsewhere. It occurs in all 
positions. 

vari: wind naiva: mine av they (non-m.) 

viskw.r. fireword novra:l bridegroom 

vu:r they (distant) sovvo:r salt 

vere: fear 

voir he (distant) 



lyj is a lamino-palatal fricative. It occurs in all positions. 

ya:ya:l mother kotrycr.f daughter- kay hand 

in-law 
yenje: kernel bayye: mother nay dog 

bha:y very 

\h] is a glottal fricative. It occurs only initially and 
medially. 

ha:tu:m market kuhi: well 

hirp mahua tree kohka: marking nut tree 

hermi: female buffalo nahk villages 
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